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The Why, What and Who 



The why 
Public/citizens want to know the 
food they eat, the medicines, the 
cosmetics & supplements they take:

ARE SAFE !

They also want to know the environment 
(and hence their livelihoods) is being 

protected/considered.



The why 
It is NOT sufficient that the food and 
medicines are safe.

=>Openness, transparency, defendable 
processes, willingness to engage with 
stakeholders, the media, the public.

=>Good biosafety principles, appropriate 
application of the system.

=>You need to "sell" your system.

They have to be SEEN to be safe...



The what 
GMOs: 

1) substantial equivalence 

2) expected effects 

3) unintended consequences

Case-by-case; within range of 'normal.' 
Are not a predictable hazard to human & 
animal health, or to the environment.



The who 
1) industry - local or multinational, essential to 
growing economically. BUT have vested interests.  
Make regulations supportive but keep (and be seen 
to keep) industry at arm's length. 

2) Scientific community - understand the 
technology, often fail to understand societal issues/
priorities.  

3) the public - don't understand the technology, 
risk averse to areas outside their interest, they pay 
your salaries and need to be assured you're working 
in their interests...



The who 
4) farmers - see/experience the benefits of the 
technology, concerned with market 
acceptance. 

5) Politicians - have voter's interests at heart. 

6) Regulators - have to act in the interests of 
the country, & balance all of the above.

Party-political leadership will change, but 
the state needs to act consistently in the 

interests of the people.



Risk analysis, risk 
assessment $ risk 
management

Risk 



Socio-economic 
considerations 



Public 
participation

Key biosafety issues

LMO's are EXPECTED to 
have socio-economic 
impacts

Essential for national 
acceptance, buy-in, and 
adoption.



International Issues
Many countries do not want GMO's

Many countries do not have active processes 
to consider the introduction of LMO's.

Some countries see the development of a 
Biosafety Framework/policy as a means of 
legitimately rejecting GMO's

Many use international fora to promote their 
perspective.

Find "like-minded" nations to work with.



Recommendation
Countries should be transparent about LMO's, and 
not seek to reject LMO's by making the approval 

process impossibly difficult. 



Make sure impacts are positive and generally 
not limited to only one section of society. 



Don't focus only on the risks and hazards.  
There are substantial benefits that GMO's can 

offer...



Thanks!
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